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Dr. Patricia B. Licuanan 
Chairperson
Commission on Higher Education
HEDC Building, C.P. Garcia Avenue
U.P. Diliman, Quezon City
(Fax No. 709-4379 or email address: ched.tpge@gmail.com)

Dear Dr. Licuanan:

[bookmark: _GoBack]This letter is in response to the Commission on Higher Education’s request for position statements on the “Proposed Use of Filipino in Teaching the General Education Courses and the Addition of Filipino as a Core Course.” The Philippine Association of Institutions for Research, Inc. is composed of 70 Philippine colleges and universities as member institutions.  

On the Proposed Use of Filipino in Teaching the General Education Courses

In light of the myriad factors to consider in the selection of a medium of instruction, we firmly believe it is in the interest of education quality for such a decision to be the concern of the Higher Education Institution (HEI). 

In the spirit of a democratic society, we embrace the concept of free choice between both local and international languages. HEIs in most developed countries enjoy this. We also embrace innovation: HEIs should be encouraged to innovate with regards to new approaches to teaching and learning, which include language use.

If the choice of medium of instruction is judiciously left to the HEIs, it is up to them to decide what language or languages to use in the teaching of General Education courses, or whether to empower their individual instructors with the decision. 

On the Proposed Addition of Filipino as Core Courses 

We believe that 36 units is an appropriate and manageable load for the new General Education Curriculum (GEC) as promulgated by CHED Memorandum Order 20 series 2013. CMO 20 was the product of extensive consultations and to squeeze in additional courses at this late juncture undermines the integrity of the long and fair process followed in the crafting of CMO 20. 

Furthermore, the proposal to add a particular language as a core course does not agree with the nature of the General Education Curriculum, which is supposed to be general and multidisciplinary. Its addition would appear more of a concession to a lobby than an actual enhancement to the GEC.

If a language course is added to the GEC nationwide, then it should also be general, pluralistic, and multidisciplinary. 

For example: 
· 3 units on Philippine languages, cultures, and identities, or;
· 3 units on Purposive Communication in Filipino or other Philippine language, or;
· 3 units of language, either local or foreign. 

We thank the Commission on Higher Education very much for encouraging all colleges and universities to share their perspectives on this matter.


The Conference Delegates of ICMRGC 2014
Cagayan de Oro City, Philippines
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